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Issy-les-Moulineaux, 30th March 2006
30th EDITION OF THE PARIS INTERNATIONAL MARATHON 

The Paris International Marathon, which will set off at 8h45 (8h35 for the Handisports race), on Sunday the 9th of April, was this morning officially presented at the Hôtel de Ville in Paris in the presence of Bertrand Delanoë, the Mayor of Paris. 

Joël Lainé, the event director, announced that for this 30th edition entries were closed more than 5 months before the race. On the 1st of November 2005, 35 000 runners had already entered.

Among the 35 000 competitors entered, 16 % are women and more than 87 nationalities are represented. 7 000 runners from abroad will be present: 1 987 English, 905 German, 668 American, 448 Italian and 413 Belgian…. . The race route will take the runners from the Champs-Elysées to Avenue Foch via the Place de la Concorde, the Rue de Rivoli, the Bastille, the Bois de Vincennes, the Banks of the Seine, the Trocadéro and the Bois de Boulogne.

For the 200 000 spectators expected in the streets of the French capital, the event will be a mass celebration. More than 80 musical and festive special events will transform the 42,195-km of the route into a long multicoloured procession of dance and song.

From Thursday 6th to Saturday 8th April, Marathon Expo will be open at the Parc des Expositions in Paris, Porte de Versailles (Hall 5). Marathon Expo, the international meeting for running races, will provide the 130 exhibitors with the opportunity to present their events and their products to the 60 000 visitors to the exhibition.

On Saturday 8th of April, the 5th edition of the Breakfast Run will set off from in front of the UNESCO headquarters: 5,2 kilometres of a fun warm up before the big day.

From a purely sporting point of view, an extremely tough battle will be fought out among top-flight runners. The Kenyan Michael Rotich, winner in 2003 and marathon record holder (2h06’33’’), will be running again this year. Among the outsiders, many Kenyans are capable of finishing the 42,195-Km in less than 2h08. Among French competitors, Larbi Zeroual, 2nd in the last edition of the Paris Versailles race, will be attempting to win a place at the front of the race.

In the women’s race, the French runner Zaia Dahmani, 4th in the Paris Marathon in 2001 and 3rd in the Paris Half-Marathon in 2006, will be present, competing alongside the usual African, Russian and Romanian athletes.

  www.parismarathon.com
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