	
	
	


Issy-les-Moulineaux, the 29th of March 2005

PRESS RELEASE

29th Paris Marathon: a Kenya- Ethiopia duel

The International Paris Marathon, which will set off at 8h45 (8h35 for the Handisports race), on the 10th of April next was this morning officially presented at the Hôtel de Ville in Paris in the presence of Bertrand Delanoë, the Mayor of Paris. Joël Lainé, the Director of the International Paris Marathon, announced that participation was voluntarily limited to 35 000 runners, entries being closed since mid January.

Among the 35 000 participants registered, 15% are women and 8 450 are from abroad, representing 87 nationalities. Hence, 2 800 English, 1 100 Germans, 800 Americans and 650 Italians will be at the start of a route that will take them from the Champs-Elysées to Avenue Foch via the Place de la Concorde, the Rue de Rivoli, the Bastille, the Bois de Vincennes, the Quais de Seine, the Trocadéro and the Bois de Boulogne.

More than 60 musical and festive special events will be organised the length of the race for the 200 000 people expected in the streets of the capital, with 4 main “centres” set up at the Porte de Charenton, the Bastille, the Trocadéro and the Porte d’Auteil. Spectators will this year be able to win numerous prizes by placing bulletins in urns situated along the route.

From Thursday the 7th to Saturday the 9th of April, Marathon Expo will open its doors at the Parc des Expositions in Paris, Porte de Versailles (Hall 5). This exhibition, an international meeting on the running scene, allows the 120 exhibitors to present their race and their products.

On Saturday the 9th of April the Breakfast Run will also be organised, with a start from the entrance to Unesco. This is a 5.2 kilometre friendly warm-up before the big day.

From a purely sporting point of view, an extremely tough battle will be fought out among top-flight runners. The titleholder, the Ethiopian Ambesa Tolosa, will be competing with the 2003 winner and race record holder, the Kenyan Michael Rotich. Among the outsiders numerous Kenyans and the Japanese runner Takayuki Inubushi can complete the 42, 195 km in less than 2h08. In the French line-up, much is expected of El Hassan Lasshini, former winner of the Venice Marathon.

In the women’s race, Corinne Raux, who achieved a brilliant 3rd place last year and was 15th in the Olympic Marathon in Athens, will be competing against the habitual line-up of African and Russian runners.

Further Marathon information available at www.parismarathon.com
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